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Hac, per Deos — trum effe wobis confilia Fer 


an vinolentorum omnia: Et utrum” cogitata Japientum, an 


 operata furioſerum, videntur ? Cic. contra Rullum, 


Do you look upon theſe Proceedings as the Counſels of 

Sobriety, or the Dreams of Inebriation ? Do they ſeem 

to you the Deliberations of Wikio, or the Raving of 
| Phrenzy ? 
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| Gentlemen, 5 


SHALL r no apology for addreffing. I 
\ myſelf to you, the Merchants of ige ö 
eity of New- Vork, upon the preſent un- — 4 


| 2 and diſtreſſed ſtate of our country. 


. My ſubject will neceſſarily lead me to make 


ſome remarks on your paſt and. preſent con- 3 | 2 | 
duct, in this unnatural contention between 
out parent country and us. I am duly fen- «© | 
:fible of what importance you: are to the (] 
community, and of the weight and influence => | 1 
- you-muſt have in the conductof all our public q 
affairs: I know that the characters of many = 
of you are truly reſpectable, i 14 
endeavour to expreſs what I have to ſay to 5 | 

> I.” —̃ _ } 


hae 
7 * % 


©. #4 

you, conſiſtently with that decency and good 
manners which are due, not voy to you, but 
to all mankind. | 

But you muſt not expect any undue com- 
plaiſance from me>—You muſt be content 
with plain Engliſh, from a plain country- 
man; I muſt have the Hege of calli 
4 fi, 8.—4 Fig; an egg. n Egg. 15 apo 
examination, your conduct ſhall, in any in- 
ftances, appear to be weak, you muſt beat 


to be told of it :—if wrong, to be cenſured : 


—if ſel6ſh, to be expoſed if ridiculous, 
to be laughed at:. Do not be offended if 


T omit to ſay, that if your conduct ſhall ap- 


pear to be honourable, that jt ſhall he com- 


"mended. Honourable and virtugus actions 
want no coinmendation,—they ſpeak for 


themſelves: They affect not praiſe, but ate 


_ rather diſguſted with it, —inftead of height. = 
ning, it tarniſhes their luſtre. If you have 


ated from honourable motives, from difin-- 
tereſted principles, from true — „ 


i juſtice and prudence, and a loye of your 


countty have been the guides of yaur con- 
duct, you need fear no attack. nor rige 


| ſerutiny of your actions. 


Nor, upon the other hand, ought. you to 


bo diſplealed with the man, who ſhall point 
- | 3 2h oj out 


„ err * 


131 
aut your errors, ſuppoſing you have acted 
errong-. To err 1s common.—1 with it was 
| uncommon to perſiſt in error. But ſuch is 
che pride of the human heart, that when we 
have once taken a wrong ſep, we think it 


an impeachment of our wiſdom and pru- 
dence to retreat. A kind of ſullen, ſulky 
obſtinicy takes poſſeſſion of us; and though, 
in the hour of calm reflection, out hearts 
ſtrould condemn us, we had rather run the 
riſk of being condemned by the world too, 
than on the poſſibility of our having been 
miſtaken: | Prepoſterous pride It defeats 
the end it aims at: It degrades inſtead of 
eralting our characters, and deſtroys that 
teputation which it ſeems ſo ſolicitous to 
to eſtabliſh. To become ſenſible: of our 


F _ . errors, and to mend them,—to grow wiſer by 


our own miſtakes, to learn prudence from 
dar own miſconduct, —to make every fall 


a means of riſing bigher in virtue. are cir. 
cumſtances which raiſe the dignity of human 


aero renee ages ug apo reg 
on which has never erred. 

Peoſſibly, in many inſtances, 1 00 gee 
your candour : In one particular I. muſt be- 
ſpeak it. I live at a diſtance from the ci 
and viſit it bur ſeldom.” The opinion I have 
1 B 2 TS formed 


* 


"PN 


fortnedef your conduct, depends, a good deal 


upon report, and the common ne ws- papers. 


have; however, endeavoured to get the 


beſt information I could ; and I have not 


the leaſt inelination to put unfair conſtruc- 


tions upon your actions; and ſhould I. in 
any inſtance, miſrepreſent you, I will, upon 
good information, make all proper acknow - 
ledgments. Under theſe circumſtances, 
and with this diſpoſition, I think I have: a 
right to expect, that you will read this Ad- 


dteſs without prejudice, and judge of it 


with impattiality, and ſuch a regard to 


truth and tight, as every: reaſonable: man 


ought to make the baſis of his opinion in 

all diſcuffions, and the rule of . 

in all his action 1 tHiſds ns 
Vou, ſome time age. Gentlemen, Peet 


* with the other eitigzens of New- Vork, i in 
ſending Delegates to.repreſeat your city in 


the Congreis at Philadelphia; Let me in- 
treat you to reflect a little upon the motives 


that the Congreſo would conſult upon, and 


enter {info ſome reaſonable and probable 


ſehemefor accommodating our unhappy diſ- 
putes : with our mother: countty, and of 
ane and r our own 


Kory: g privileges 


on-which-you then acted. . Did you expect 


C4 
21 


| _ ml 
privileges: and liberties ? Did you expect that 
they- would endeavour, upon the true prin- 
ciples of legiſlation, to mark out the bounds 
of parliamentaty authority over the cologies; 
on. the one ſide aſcertaining and ſecuring the 
liberties of the coloniſts, and on the other 
giving full weight and force to the ſupreme 


authority of the nation over all its domi- 


nions ? which is the only mode of [ſettling 


fiaally and permanently our diſputes with 


Great · Britain. Or did vou expect that the 
Congreſs would throw. all into; confuſion, 
revile and trample on the authority of Par- 
liament, asd make our bteach with the pa- 
rent ſlate a. thouſand Ades ede ene e 
than it was pefore? A; 

To ſay that the Dank : am * ace 


in this manner. is to talk cgildiſohy, without 


either reaſon. or good ſenſe on your fide. 
* at wwe Saffolk Reſolves,. from. Ma 


* eee 2) a ee into . ad- 
dreſſes to the people: of Great Britain, to 
the inhabitants of the colonies in general, 
and to thoſe of Quebec in particular., - They 
all tend, under cover, of ſtrong and lament - 
able; cries ahout liberty, and the rights of 
eee and contravene the 

r 6 authority 


161 
authority of the Britiſh parliament over the 
Britiſh dominions ; on which authority the 
fights of Engliſhmen are, in a great mea- 
ſure, founded; and on the due of 
which authority, the liberty and property 
of the inhabitants, even of this country, 
muſt ultimately depend. They all tend to 
raiſe jealouſies, to excite animoſities, to fo- 
mentdiſcords. between us and our mother 
country. Not a word of peace and recon- 
ciliation,—not even a ſoothing expreſſion : 
No conceſſions are offered on our part, 
nor even a poſlibility of their treating r 
u left. The parliament muſt give ap heit 
whole authority, —repeal all tlie as; in 4 
lump, which the Congreſs have found fault 
with, and truſt, for the future; to our hu- 
tour, to pay them jult fo much ſubmiſſion 
a we ſhall think convenient. 

Tome, it is a difficult taſk 4s account 
For the conduct of thoſe gentlemen who 
were delegated from your eity. Their cha- 
tucters, their ſtations, their abilities, their 
knowledge of the tights of mankind, and 
of the laws and conſtitution of their coun- 
tty, all concurred to raiſe my expectations, 
that they would have been of principal ad- 
a io the — by moderating and 
— N keeping 


[72] 


keeping within bounds the fiery intemperate 
zeal, which it was too apparent, many of 
the Delegates carried with them to that 
aſſembly. Cruelly was I diſappointed, when 
the account was confirmed, that the Con- 
gteſs had unanimouſly adopted the Suffolb 
Refolves. Chagrined and vexed, 1 waited 
impatiently for their whole proceedings. 
Their proceedings, at length appeared, — 


and unhappily, the names of every Delegate 


from this province, one only excepted, who, 
I have been ſince LT was abſent, ap- 


peared at the bottom of their 3 


aſſociation. 
I muſt leave it to theſe gentlemen to ac- 
count for their own conduct: But, at the 
ſame time, muſt obſerve, that if wine is 
whiſpered abroad be true, they are highly 
concerned to vindicate their conduct to the 
public. I do not chooſe to make myſelf 
zocountable for tranſient whiſperings, and 
vague reports. It is ſaid, however, that 
ſome matters were run upon them.—l uſe 
the very phraſe that was made uſe of to me, 
—that they unfortunately agreed, before 
they proceeded to buſineſs, that neither di/- 
ent nor. proteſt ſhould appear on their mi- 
8 that by this ent their Bands 
| were 


-*.+ Þ 


"to 195 che idee 60g and gie their voice 
in confirmation: of all the proceedings.— 
Let theſe Gentlemen, however, reniember, 
that though they might unfortunately,” and 


— —. have tied up their ou. hands, 


that their ſeet were at liberty; and that 


When they found the Congreſs were taking 


an undue advantage of them, and were drio- 


Ing matters to ſuch a .dreadfol extremity, 
3 they ought, in juſtice to themſelves and the 


public, to haue walked off; and and have teft i the 
 Congrefs. yas de TY. >. 
The conduct of the New-England Dele- 
gates does not appear to me ſo hard to ex- 
plain. It is well known that the province 
of Maffachuſetts-Bay, have carried their op- 


poſition | to the Britiſh government, to the 


-moſt daring height. - They ſet the exam- 


ple to the other colonies, of deſtroy ying the 


Property of their fellow-ſubjects, the Eaft- 
India Company,” in . open defiance of the 
laws of the empire, to which they owed ; 
ſupjection, of the laws of the. province in 
which they lived, and of the” general laws 
of TR hey bade wreſted the 


command of the militia from his Majeſty” 8 


| Governor,—they Þ: have proſcribed the legal 


Treaſurer 


1 


Treaſuler uf che province; and with6nt ata 
courſe of law, proclaimed him a % traitor 
% to the ſtate; they are forining and dii- 
ciplining tegiments, providing ammunition 
and trains of artillery, to oppoſe the King's 
troops; they have ſhut up, and rendered 
uſeleſs the legal courts uf juſtice they 
have, hy tnobs and riots; obliged many of- 
ficers of the crown to reſign their employ- 
ments ;—<and-in à variety of other inſtances 
have behaved themſelves in ſuch a manner, 
a3 to deſerue the epithet: of rebelliun. The 
extravagancy. of their · dtimands, and of thit 
conduct, are ſuch, that no. perſons: cdi at» 
tempt 0 vindicateithem without bing aß 
ald pretenſiuns to common ſenſe. 
Nor does this behaviour? of the Reale of 
the Maſſacbuſvtts appear to: be the effect of 
any ſudden but of premediĩtated 
deſign: The three- penny duty on tea, they 
complied withy and imported near two thou- 
ſand\ cheſts,” embarraſſed with it. But find- 
ing uheaſineſs and complaints in this pro- 
vince, New - Jetſey, and Pennſylvania; on 
account: of that duty; and their aſſembly, | 


being engaged with their governor, in ſome 
politieak diſputes, which awakened their re- 


| e they ſeem to have 
thought 


(32 


2 
li abooght is propr- tn to ty, how fr 1] 
| | | agement, be induced 40 take matt with 7 
Wi ry in peace and 3 they. could do i: 
1 nothing. | If the other colonies received | 
| their motions coully, they could recede ; if 
[| warmly, they could advance the farther.. -. 
| - The unlucky ſtep that was taken at home; 


of ſending Tes. belonging to the Eaſt - India 
company, to be ſold here, increaſed out 
diſcontent, as it added the dread; of a mo- 
nopoly, to the hardſhip oſ which ve already 
complained, of having three · pence ſterling 
into the colonies. This was a time nat. to 
be 2 by the Maſſachuſetts people. 
Uabappily, the firſt ſhip. with the compa- 
ny's Tea, arrived in their hathout. Inſtead 
of ſuffering the Tea to be landed and ſtored, 
and of ſhewing their. patriotiſm in not buy · 
ing and: uſing it, they took the fatal teſolu- 
tion of deſtraying it. Having executed their 
raſh putpoſe, they | waited awhile me 
whit effect it would have in the other c- 
lonies. Findin ae cad wat 
plauded: by eee -Hery. ge- 
GT thoſe 3 in the. neighbours - 
ing . 


ing povern 


TL 42-7] 
ments, who have dignified them- 


ſelves, and diſhonouted the phraſe, by ſtiling 
themſelves . Son 8-0F- LinBerRTyY, they be- 
came more: turbulent and \unruly ; and 
ſpurned all. the advice of the more moderate 
and more wotthy part among themſelves, 
of offering to make denen. for *. 4 
Mages they had done. 5 
+ Perceiving, that the Tea-ſhips bad Been | 
obliged - to return from Philadelphia and 
New- Vork, without being ſuffered to enter 
their porte, and that the contagion of their 
3 had ſpread as far as the latter 
, and had, in a jr — riotous manner; 
5 deſtruction on the Tea, imported by 
Capt. Chambers, they advanceda ſtep further. 
They, at firſt * afterwards more 
openly, propoſed a Congreſs of Delegates, 
to meet at TO about the firſt of 
September. Many moderate people, who 
wiſhed nothing ſo much as a hearty: recon- 


eagerly embraced and helped- forward the. 
defign. The Sons of Liberty, —N, B. 1 


uſe the phraſe only through courtely,,—ex-' 


ulted and applauded the ſcheme in ſuch 
extravagant terms, that it was enough to 
m PO that they imagined, that 
2 C2 God 


11 


God himſelf could ſave theit liberties in no 
other way. All che wiſdom of the conti 


nent was to be drawn together in a focus 
at Philadelphia, like the rays of light in a 
burning-glaſs. There a regular American 
conftitution was to be ſettled; and our li- 
berties-and privileges fixed on a foundation 


ſo ſtable, that neither Lord North, nor Old 
Time himſelf, ſhould drome any im- 


preſſion on them. 

- Many people, even pete no 
good from this propoſed Congreſs. They 
ſoreſaw that few, except the vrong- headed, 
bluſtering people among the ſons of liberty, 
and the more fly favourers of an American 
Republic, would give themſelves much 
trouble about the · election of Delegates, un - 
leſs ĩt were the vain and pragmatical, of no 
political principles, who hoped to riſe into 
fome degree of - conſequence, - from helping 
forward a project that had the popular cry 
in its favour. - However ill- grounded theſe 
apprehenſions were thought to be at that 
time, experience hath ſhewn' that they vere” 


but too well founded. 


Even in this province, many undue and 
unfair advantages were taken. I ſay no- 
thing of the election in the ity, for Tknow* 

little 


{ 13 ] 
little about it. But when you had choſen your 
Delegates, the ſuperviſors in the ſeveral 
counties were applied to by the committee 
of your city, if I underſtood the matter 
right, to call the people together, and to 
chooſe committees; which committees were 
to meet in one grand committee; and this 
grand committee of committees were to 
chooſe the Delegates for the county, or to 
declare their approbation of the'New-York 
Delegates: And if any county or diſtrict 
did not meet and chovſe their committee, 
it was to be taken for granted, that they 
acquieſced in the New-York choice. 25 

Here, Gentlemen, an unfair advantage 
was taken. You had no right to dictate to 
the counties in what manner they ſhould 
proceed. You had no right to ſuppoſe that 
thoſe diſtricts, or thoſe people who did not 
aſſemble, were in your favour. The con- 
trary ought to have been ſuppoſed; and you 
ought to have conſidered thoſe people and 
diſtricts who did not aſſemble, as not chooſ- 
ing to have any Delegates in Congreſs at all. 
The people of your city can eaſily aſſemble; 
they have but a ſhort walk to the city- hall 
or coffee-houſe. But it is not eaſy to aſ- 
ſemble the people of a country diſtrict. Be- 
ſides, 


* 


—— — — — 


[14] 
fides, it is well known by all thoſe whb 


know any thing of human nature, that thoſe 


who are fond of innovations in go- 
verazgent; and of rendering themſelves con- 
ſpicuous in their neighbourhoed, would be 
moſt likely to attend on ſuch an occaſion. 
And ſo it accordingly happened ; | for it is 
notorious, that in ſome diſtricts only three 
or four met, arid choſe them ſelves to be 2 
committet on this moſt important occaſion. 
Sq chat, taking the whole province toge- 
ther, I am confident yaur Delegates bad not 
the voice. of an hundredth. n the peo- 
ple in their favour. 2 74 
You may ſay that the acts might have 
aſſembled ; and if they did not, their filence 
was to be taken for their conſent. Not fo 
faſt, gentlemen... That they might have aſ- 
ſembled, I know; but had your committee, 
or their own ſaperiors, any right to call 
them together ? Were they under any obli- 
gations to obey ſuch natifications, as a ſu- 
perior's advertiſement, founded on the au- 


thority of a New-York committee? You. 
know they were not ; and, becauſe they did- 


not chooſę to obey i it, muſt their rights and 

privileges be given up, to be torn, and man- 

gled, and trampled on by an enthyſiaſtic, 
; * congreſs? 


* 4 
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[353 
crank Whatever you, gentlemen, may 
think of the matter, or whatever my fel- 
low-countrymen,may think of it, I diſdain 
ſuch i abject ſubmiſſion to your committee, 
or your delegates, or oongreſs. J will not 
bald y rights and rkilges on, ſo preca- 
nous a tenure... 4 
J do. not recollect the . 3 in 
which the delegates were generally, choſen 
in the other colonies. If it was in a man- 
ner ſimilar to that io which their election 
was conducted in this province, the ſame. 
objections may be made tg it. But here I 
expect an outcry f exultation | and Funrb 
« The Delegates . fro ſeveral, of the go- 
« verhments,”. cy t e deep- throated, ons 
of liberty, ** 40 were appointed by their As- 
4 SBM BL ES; by the, true and legal repte-. 
10 ter ntatiyes of the x eople ; 3 and therefore 


3 A 


10 Were. the true and legal delegates 0 of be 


483 9 


« people.” TI hear you, gentlemen ;, ang, 
while I hear vou, 1 pity your ignarance, 
though I am aſtoniſhed at your imipudence, | 
It would be much to your advantage if you | 
would learn 3 a little common ſenſe, if you 
would furniſh. yourſelves with me” ſmall. 
degree of underſtanding, before vou ſet up 
to manage We rann of e and 
to 


3 
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feathers may ſilence the 


are but the os tn of tlie people; 


— — 
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10 decide {5 vety peremptority po the 
rights and liberties of your ſellow- ſabjects. 
Learn to view things in theit true fight; to 
confider them according to their real na- 
tures, and to ſpeak of them with: propriety ; 
and then you wil be heard and attended to. 
But a miſguided fancy, a heated imagina- 
tion, will only hurry you into contempt. 
Noiſe and bluſtering may make you appear 
of ſome conſequence in a tavern or alehouſe: 
Loud cries of liberty may catch the igno- 
rant, and beguile the unwary: Tur and 
puſillanitnous: But 
if you would riſe into real dignity, and 
merit the eſteem of your fellow-thbjedts, 
in ſettling the preſent diſtracted tate of ur 
country, you. muſt obtain « knowledge of 
the firſt principles at leaſt, of civil govern- 
ment; from them you muſt dedyce your 
reaſonings ; ta them you m muſt aden your 
conduct, 

Conſider now,” and tell me; what right” 
or power has any afſembly di 


to appoint delegates, to 2 058 their p pro- 5 


vince in ſuch a congreſs as that which lately 
meet at Philadelphia? The aſſemblies have 
but a delegated authority themſelves. They 


they 


- 


[+] 


they cannot therefore have even the ſhadow . 


of * to delegate that authority to three 
or four perſons, even ſhould theſe perſons 
be of their own number, which were dele- 


cated by the people to their whole body 


conjunctively. Delegates ſo appointed, are, 
at beſt, but delegates of delegates, but re- 
preſentatives of repreſentatives. And what- 
ever aſſembly hath. acted in this manner, 
hath betrayed the rights and privileges of 
the. people whom they repreſented. It has 
exerciſed a power which it. never received 


from the people, but which it has uſurped 


over them; and inſtead of commendations 
and applauſe, it deſerves only cenſure and 
n Beſides, 

The people are not bound by any ok of 
their repreſentatives, till it hath received 


the approbation of the other branches. of 


the legiſlature. No delegates, therefore, 
can in any true ſenſe be called the repre- 
ſentatiues of a province, unleſs they be ap- 
pointed by the joint act of the whole legi- 
ſlature of the province. When, therefore, 
the delegates at Philadelphia, in the pre- 
amble to. their Bill of Rights, and in their 
letter to his Excellency General Gage, tiled 
their Naan 6 0 a full and free repreſentation 

D 46 8 
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f of — all the colonies from Nova-Scotia 
© to Georgia,” they were guilty of a piece 
of 'impudence which was never equalled 
fince the world began, and never will be 
exceeded while it ſhall continue. 

Nor is it clear to me, that the legiſlature 
of any province have a power of appoint- 
ing delegates to ſuch a Congreſs as lately 
met at Philadelphia. I am certain no pro- 
vincial legiſlature can give them ſuch powers 
as were lately exerciſed at Philadelphia. 

The legiſlative authority of any province 
cannot extend farther than the province 
extends. None of its acts are binding one 
inch beyond its limits. How then can it 
give authority to a few perſons to meet 
other perſons, from other provinces, to 
make rules and laws for the whole conti- 
nent? In ſuch a caſe, the Carolinas, Vir- 
ginia, Maryland, and the four New-Eng- 
land colonies, might make laws to bind 


Philadelphia, New-Jerſey, and New-York ; 


that is—they might make laws whoſe 
operation ſhould extend further than the 
authority by which they were enacted, ex- 
tended. Before ſuch a mode of legiſlation 


can take place, the conſtitution of our co- 
| Jonies muſt be 2 and their preſent 


inde- 


[19] 
independenty on each other muſt be anni- 
hilated. And after it was accompliſhed, 


we ſhould be in a fituation a thouſand. 


times worſe, than our preſent dependence 
on Great-Britain, ſhould all the difficulties 


we complain of be real, and all the griev- 


ances ſome people affect to fear, fall upon us. 
But it js time to attend upon the Con- 
greſs, and confider their proceedings. How- 
ever choſen, or however appointed, on Sep- 
tember the 5th, 1774, the delegates met 
in a Grand Continental Congreſs at Phila- 
delphia, and became the object of Grand 
Continental Attention. For a conſiderable 
time, they affected the utmoſt ſecrecy. 
Their doors. were ſhut, their whole pro- 


ceedings were involved in privacy and dark- 


neſs. Nothing tranſpired, nothing was 


heard; but that Mr. —, I forgot his 


name, was continually poſting from Boſton 
70 Philadelphia, and from Philadelphia to 
Boſton. We pleaſed ourſelves with the 
thoughts that all our grievances would now 
be decently and fairly repreſented, all out 


unhappy diſputes with our mother- country 


adjuſted and ſettled, and every poſſibility of 
future contention obviated, by the joint 
e prudence, and moderation of all 
| D 2 the 
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the colonies. Like the country people in 
fable, we ſtood all attentive to the throes 
and pangs of the /abouring mountain, — 
agape, with the expectation of ſome mighty 
matter to be produced at the birth. I 
would to God our expectations, like theirs, 
had ended in laughter and merriment— 
But alaſs ! the labour of the Congreſs pro- 
duced, not a filly mouſe, to make us laugh, 
but a venomous brood of ſcorpions, to ſting 
us to death, 
During that myſterious period of . fi- 
lence, when they kept the whole con- 
tinent in ſuſpence, they ſeem to have 
been in the ſtate of a man who is deter- 
mined upon ſome hazardous enterprize, 
but not having courage enough to ſet about 
it coolly and deliberately, is obliged to wait 
till accident, or his own efforts have raiſed 
his paſſions to a proper degree of fury: Or, 
like the inhabitants of New-Zealand, be- 
fore they attack their enemies, they found 
it neceſſary to animate themſelves by ſing- 
ing their war ſong, exerciſing their lances, 
and brandiſhing their patoo-patoos, that 
they might work themſelves up into ſuch 
a ſtate of frenzy, as ſhould apparently leſſen 
the danger of thoſe deſperate meaſures, 
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FanF 
which. they were already, determined to 
purſue. | 


The people of Boſton ſeem attentively 
to have regulated their conduct in ſuch a 


manner, as ſhould have the greateſt ten- 


dency to inflame the minds of the Congreſs 
when it ſhould meet. While the members 
of that aſſembly were drawing together at 
Philadelphia, a report was fpread from 
Boſton that the navy and army had attacked 
the town. . Poſts were diſpatched with the 
moſt haſty ſpeed, from town to town, till 
the dreadful tidings arrived at Philadelphia. 


In New-England, all was hurry and con- 


fuſion, the pulpit- drum eccleſiaſtic, ſpread 
the alarm through Connecticut. They flew 
to arms, and marched off to attack the 
troops of that King whoſe faithful and loyal 
ſubjects they have repeatedly declared them- 
ſelves to be; thoſe very troops, which were 


employed in the ſupport of his government, 


and in the protection of his ſubjects. 


f 


This falſe alarm anſwered two purpoſes. 
It tried the temper. of the other New- 
England colonics, and-convinced the Boſton 
people, that they were ready to join them 
in their moſt extravagant ſchemes, to 
ruſh headlong with them down the preci- 
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of Maſſachuſetts- Bay, had, on the ſixth and 


refolves, by which the authority of the go- 
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| ſchemes, to get theſe refolves ratified, and 


[ 2z 1 
pice of rebellion.” It ferved alſo to inflams 
the Congreſs, and to prepare the way for 


another Boſton manceuvre. | 
The county of Suffolk, in the province 


ninth of September, entered into a 'ſet of 


vernment of Great-Britain was denied, the 
courts of juſtice ſhut up, his Majeſty's coun- 
ſellors, who did not reſign their places by 
a day ſet them, viz. September 2oth, were 
deelated to be' obſtinate and incorrigible 
enemies to their country.“ The com- 
mand of the militia taken from the King, 
and lodged in the people; with ſeveral 
other poſitions and declarations equally ſe- 
ditious and rebellious. It was a matter of 

great confequence to the ſucceſs of their 


confirmed by authority of the Congreſs. 
Now was the lucky tune, the 8 mi- 
nute. Their paſſions were up, their reaſon 
diſturbed, their judgment diſtorted; with 
the moſt inconſiderate raſhnefs they took 
the fatal reſolution of adopting, ** approving 
& ond recommending” the conduct of the 
Suffolk people, contained in their reſolves 
of the 6th of September; ; thereby making 

thoſe 
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231 
thoſe rebellious reſolves, as far as in them 
lay, the act and deed of all his Majeſty's 


Faithful ſubjects, in all the colonies, from 
Nova -Scotia to Georgia. 


It is not my deſign to conſider minutely 


this adopted brat of the Congreſs—the 
Suffolk reſolves. Every perſon who wiſhes 


a reconciliation with Great-Britain z who 


defires to continue under her dominion and 


protection; who hopes to enjoy the fecurity 


of law and good government, and to tranſ- 
mit our preſent free and happy conſtitution 
untainted and uncorrupted to his poſterity, 
muſt condemn and abhor them. Nor will 
I enter on a particular examination of the 
other productions of the Congreſs. To 
point out and animadvert on every thing 
in their addreſſes, &c. which deſerved cen- 
ſure, would require a volume; nor would 
my patience hold out through ſo dirty a 
ro2d, though I ſhould find ſcarce any thing 
to impede my progreſs, but poſitive aſſer- 
tions, without proof ; declamations, with- 
out argument; and railing, without mo- 
deſty. 

My buſineſs is to detect and expoſe the 
falſe, arbitrary, and tyrannical PRINCIPLES 
Wen which the _ Congreſs acted, and to 
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point out their fatal tendency to the intereſts. 


and liberties of the colonies. 

It was the general opinion and expecta- 
tion of thoſe people I converſed with, that 
the Congreſs would form ſome reaſonable 


and probable ſcheme of accommodating our 


unhappy diſputes with the mother-country, 


and of ſecuring our own rights and liber- 


ties; and that in order to make our union 
with Great-Britain durable and permanent, 
they would endeavour to mark out the li- 
mits of parliamentary authority over the 
colonies ; aſcertaining, on the one hand, 
the liberties of the colonies, and on the 
other, giving full weight to the ſupreme 
authority of the nation over all its domini- 
ons. Had they attempted this, they would 
have done ſomething towards accompliſh- 


ing the important buſineſs on which they 


aſſembled, Though they might have exe- 
cuted it in an imperfect manner, it might 
probably have ſerved for ſomething to build 
upon; it would have been diſcuſſed here 
and at home; its errors pointed out; its 
advantages explained; its inconveniencies 
obviated ; and future improvements might 


have made it of real utility: At leaſt, they 


would, by this conduct, have ſhewn their 
attention 
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attention to the intereſts of the colonies, 
and would, even on that. account, have de- 
ſerved their regard; but they did nothing 
like this, on the contrary, they ſpent ' -—" 
or quite, two months, in approving and 
commending the mad proceedings of the 
people of Boſton, and writing inflammatory 4 
addreſſes to the people of Great-Britain, 
Quebec, and the other provinces; and in 
exerciſing an aſſumed power of legiſlation. 

Should any perſon chooſe to controvert 
this laſt poſition, I appeal to the 4ſociation 
publiſhed by them, under the ſignature of 
their own names. Every article of this 
inſtrument was intended by them to have 
the force of a law. They have indeed uſed 
the t, mild, inſinuating term of recom- 
menging their laws to our obſervance, in- 
ſtead of the authoritative phraſe of Be it 
** enacted, &c.” becauſe, their authority 
was not yet firmly ſettled. But they have 
Solemnly bound themſelves and their conſti- 
fuents—by whom they affect to mean every 
inhabitant of the colonies, from Nova- 
Scotia to Georgia (happy Nova-Scotial 
happy Georgians ! who are out of their ju- 
riſdiction—) 7 adbere firmly to their Aſſo- 
clation ;—they have appointed their officers 
E to 
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to carry it into execution, they have or- 


dained penalties upon thoſe that ſhall pre- 


fume to violate it. The appointments of 


3 officers, the mode of their proceed- 
„the penalties to be inflicted, are eon- 
5 in the eue article of the ei- 
ation. 
Upon this article 1 des we to make 
fome remarks. 
A committee” is ordered to hi FM 
*<-in every city, and town ;” and to give the 


weight to thoſe committees, and to make 


them appear as much as poſſible like LEG AL 
OFFICERS duly elected, they are ordered to 
be chofen only © by thoſe bb are qualified 
* to vote for Repreſentatives in the legiſla- 
e ture.” A ftrong circumſtance to prove 
that the Congreſs intended to give the force 
of a law to their Aſſociation. 
Their < buſineſs ſhall be aiteritibedy--1 to 
«* obſerve the conduct of all perſons touch- 
ing this Aſſociation; and when it ſhall 
be made appear to the ſatisfaction” of a 
* majority of any ſuch committee, that 
* any perſon within the limits of their 
« appointment has violated this Aſſociation, 
< that ſuch majority 0 forthwith cauſe the 
"* 3 


1 

ce truth of the caſe to be publiſhed in the 
e Gazette, to the end, that all ſuch foes 
4 12 the rights of Britiſh America may be 
« publicly known, and univerſally con- 
Ca Fe as the enemies of American fi- 
'« betty, and henceforth We reſpectively 
will break off all dealings With him or 
Lis 

: "Here, gentlemen, is a court "ftaBliſhen 
upon the ſame principles with the Popi/h 
Inquiſition. ; No proofs, no eviderices are 
called for. The committee may judge 
From appearances if they pleaſe—for When 
it mall be made appear to a majority of 
any committee that the Aſſociation is vio- 
lated,” "they may proceed, to puniſhment, 
and appearances, you know, are eaſily made; 
nor is the offender's preſence neceffary. He 
may be condemned unſeen, unheard—with- 
out even a poſſibility of making a defence. 
No; jury is to be impannelled. No check 
1s appointed upon this court; — no appeal 
from its determination: Nor is it left ac- 
countable to any power on earth ; ſo that 
if a majority of the committee ſhould. 
chance not to have the fear of Gop be- 


Ss | fore their har Lord have mercy upon 
us a 


Onli i | 
2 ; | Next, 


8 


- 

' Next, look at, the puniſhment to be in⸗ 
flicted upon any perſon, when it ſhall ap- 
pear to a majority of any committee that he 
hath violated this Aſſociation :—The com- 
mittee are to cauſe the truth of the caſe to 
be publiſhed in the Gazette.—Conſider the 
matter, gentlemen, fairly and coolly, with- 
out prejudice or partiality. Should com- 
mittees be choſen, according to the purport 
of this eleventh. article of the Aſſociation, 
in every county, city and town, from Nova- 
Scotia to Georgia—do you think that a 
majority of every ſuch committee would 
conſiſt of men of ſuch exa# honour and 
probity, as that we might in all caſes ex- 
pect the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, in their publications? ? Do we 
run no. riſk by committing ſuch unbound- 

ed power into their hands? May they not 
ſometimes wantonly abuſe it? Eſpecially as 
they are accountable to no ſuperior tribu- 
nal; without any other check on their 
conduct, than their own honour. Will 
their paſſions, their prejudices and prepol: 
ſeſſions never warp them from realities, to 
judge by appearances only? They muſt be 
very extraordinary perſons indeed. 

When the Popiſb inquiſition hath "aſſed 
ſentence of condemnation on any perſon, 

they 
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[ 29 ] 
they have done their duty—the poor 
wretch is then delivered over to the ſecular 
power to be puniſhed. In -humble imita- 


tion of this humane and laudable practice, 


when the committorial inquiſition has con- 
demned any perſon, and publiſned his 
ſentence in the Gazette, they have done 
their duty; and then the poor culprit is to 
be delivered over to the power of the mob, 
for execution. He is to be conſidered as a 


foe to the rights of Britiſh America, and uni- 


werſally centemned as the enemy of American 
liberty, - and thenceforth the parties of the 
Aſſociation reſpectively will break off all deal- 
ings. with bim or ber. —Poor unhappy 
wretch, how I pity thee! Caſt out from 
civil ſociety.! Nobody to have any dealings 
with thee! None to ſell thee a loaf of 
bread, or a pot of tea- water, but ſuch 
miſerable out- laws as thyſelf! Perhaps thou 
haſt drank a diſh of ea, or a glaſs of Ma- 
deira, or haſt uſed an Engliſh-pin, or eaten 
Iriſh potaroes, imported out of due time 
and haſt had the truth of thy unhappy caſe 
publiſhed, by the inquiſition, in the Ga- 


zette: And is there no relief! Muſt thou 


expect no mitigation of thy puniſhment ? 
org; my friend; thou. haſt committed 
1 | the 


{ 30 ] 


the unpardanable fin againſt the Congreſs; 


and the utmoſt. vengeance that they can in- 


MHi& awaits thee Comfort thyſelf however 


in this - that thou art in no worſe ſtate than 
a fee honeſt people, of whom I have read, 
in an old neglected book, who were not 
allowed to buyior ſell, becauſe they had at 
aue niark of the beaff in their forehead. 
Il beg your pardon, Gentlemen, for treat- 
ing ſo ſerious a ſubjoct with ridicule. Look 
back., I beſeech you, upon the conduct of 
the Congreſo - conſider what a ſtate they 
have brought you into view well the diffi- 
culties that ſutround you. Perhaps you 
may be te e light of them, and 
without much reflection, to to ſay; that / will 
be well. But remember your liberties 
and ꝓroperties ate now at the [mercy of 2 
body of men uncherked, uncontrouled by 
committee; you are no longer your own 
maſters : ou have ſubjected your buſineſs, 
your dealings, your mode of living, the 
conduct and regulation of your families, to 
their prudence and diſcretion. The public 
laws of the province are ſo perſeded by the 
laws of the Congreſs. The government of 
og city ** in a great .meaſare, taken out 
of 


tl 

of the hands of the magiſtrates; they cats 
not do their duty for the want of tliat ſup- 
port which all good men ought to give 
them: Violence is done to private pro- 
perty,. by riotous aſſemblies, and the rioters 
go unpuniſhed; nay more are applauded 
for thoſe very crimes which the laws of the 
government have forbidden, under euere 
penalties. 

Vou ſeem to thiok. yourlelves perfeAly 
fafe and ſecure, becauſe: your committee 
conſiſts of virtuous and honeſt men, and 
they will not hurt you. I have no inclina- 
tion to detract from the virtue, or to im- 
peach the honeſty of the gentlemen of the 
committee. I hope their future conduct 
will juſtify your good opinion of them. It 
is beſt however to ſee the end of their com- 
mittecſhip, before you give them the ſanc- 
tion of your approbation.——But is it then 
come to this? Vour committee will not 
hurt you. Are you content to have your 
liberty and property dependent on the Vill 
of the committe ? You that ſpurned at the 
thought of holding your rights on the pre- 
carious tenure of the will of a Britiſh mini- 
ſtry, as you have been pleaſed to ſpeak; or 
of a Britiſh Tones can you ſubmit to 

hold 
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Hold them on as precarious a tenure, the 

doll of 2 New. Vork wanne 1. a een- 

tinental Congreſßs ?: 
Vou cannot, I think, want Sade 


that your liberty and property are made ſub- 


ject to the laws of the Congreſs, and the 
will of the committee. If you do, look 
at the tenth article of the Aſſociation. Any 
goods or merchandize that may arrive on 
your account between the fitſt day of De- 
cember, and the firſt day of February next, 
though you ſhould have ordered them be- 
fore the Congreſs bad a being, muſt be re- 
ſhipped by your own direction; and this 
direction you muft give, under the penalty 
of being Gazetted ;—or, they muſt be de- 
lirered up to the committee of the county 
or town wherein they ſhall be imported, to 


be ſtored at your ow? it; or, they muſt 
' be ſold under the direction of the committee; 


and after you are reimburſed your firſt coſt 
and Charges, the profit i is to be applied to 
the relieving ſuch poor inhabitants of the 
town of Boſton as are immediate ſufferers 
by the Boſton Port- Bill. —GoodGod! That 
men who exclaim fo violently for liberty 
and the rights of Engliſhmen, ſhould' ever 


voluntarily ſubmit to ſuch an abject ſtate of 


flavery ! 


[33] 
Navery ! That vou, who refuſe ſubmiſſion 
to the Parliament, ſhould tamely give up 
your liberty and property to an illegal, tyran- 
nical Congreſs: For ſhame, gentlemen, act 
more conſiſtently. You have bluſtered, 
and bellowed, and ſwaggered, and bragged, 
that no Britiſh Parliament ſhould diſpoſe f 
a penny of your money without your leave, L 
and now you ſuffer yourſelves to be bullied 
by a Congreſs, and cowed by a COMMITTEE, 
and through fear of the Gazette, are obliged 
to hold open your pocket, and humbly in- 
treat that the gentlemen of the committee 
would take out all the profits of a whole 
importation of goods, for the benefit of the 
| Bofton poor. 
In God's name, are not the people of 
Boſton able to relieve their own poor ? Muſt 
they go begging from Dan to Beerſheba ; 
levying contributions, and exacting fines, 
from Nova: Scotia to Georgia, to ſupport a 
few poor people, whom their perverſeneſs 
and ill conduct have thrown into diftreſs ? 
If they are really under ſuch violent concern 
for their poor, why don't they pay for the 
tea which they deſtroyed, and thereby qua- 
lify themſelves to have their port opened? 
—this would effectually anſwer the purpoſe; 
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[34] 
and is only an a of bare juſtics v hich they 


pught to have done long ago: They have 
made al great parade abeut employing their 
Poon, in- paving their ſtreets, and repairing 
their wharfs and docks ; are they unable to 
pay them for their labour? Can't they ſpare 
ſome fmall portion. of that wealth, which 4 
is now pouring in upon them from the amy 
and navy, for ſo good a purpoſe? Or will 
not the labour of the Par ſupport them 
now, as well as formerly 2 2 Muſt they com- 
_mand the wealth of the continent, to orna· 
ment their town, and make it more com- 
modious ? Do they expect a literal comple- 
tion of the promiſe, that the Saints ſhall 

Inberit the earth? In my conſcience, ] be- 
- ligve they dy. Not can I, on this dccaſion, 

help recolleQing the obſervation gf a queer 

fellow. ſome time ago. . Diſcourſing with 

him on this very ſubject, he (aid, that the 

conduct of the Boſton people ſeemed to him 
; ” indicate an opinion ** that Cod had made | 
* Boſton for himſelf, and all the reſt of | i 
, the world for Boſton,” 1 
For Heaven's fake, gentlemen, have you 
no poor of your own'to relieve ? Ate vou 
ſure that your non-importation, non- ex- 
pottation, non conſumption ſchemes, will [8 
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not draw the reſentment of the Britiſn Para 
liament on you, as well as on Been? 

I pretend not toa right of dictating to you: 
you have many free conſent to diſpoſe of 
your money as you pleaſe. If the people 
of Boſton are unable to relieve their poor, 
they have an undeubted right to beg for 
And whether they are able or not, 
you have a right to give as much, and. as 
often as you pleaſe. But what right had 
the Congreſs to give what did not belong to 
them? to give your money, —thè profits 
arĩſing from the ſale of your goods, with · 
out your conſent ?-<But I forget myſelf;— 
they firſt proclaimed themſelves your repre- 
ſentatives, and then of : courſe they had an 
wndoubted, legal, conſtitutional right to all 
your ſubſtance. - For you know, gentlemen, 


| that repreſentation and taxation go together. 


God and nature hath joined them. But 


how, on this principle, - you will keep your 


money out of the harpy-claws of the Con- 
greſs, L cannot conceiye. They have ſhewn 
you already what they can do: and power 


is apt to be ineroaching: the next Congreſs 


may go farther: they have taxed you but 
kghtly now; only the profits ariſing from 
: Hur imported in two months. Hut the 
F 2 ſame 


CT . 
fan power that now takes the profits, may 
next take the goods too, I know not how 
you will hg yourſelves, unleſs you have 
prudence enough to recur to the firſt prin- 
ciples of government: And then you will 
find that Legiſſation and Taxation go toge- 
ther; and that no government ever yet had 
a being where they were divided. It is true, 
in the Britiſh: government, for the greater 
_* ſecurity of the ſubject, all money-bills muſt 
take their riſe in the Houſe of Commons ; 
nor will the commons ſuffer” the Lords or 
the King to amend or alter a money-bill : 
Notwithſtanding which, it has no- more 
force than an old almanack, and will raiſe 
no more money, till it has paſſed the Houſe 
of Lords, and received the Royal Afſent : 
That is, till it has received the ſanction of 
the whole legiſſature, and become one of I 
the Laws of the Kingdom. 94 
: Aﬀeer all, there is ſomething, tome; very 
myſterious in the conduct of the Congreſs 
on'this point; and if I ſhould not expreſs 
myſelf clearly on it, I muſt be forgiven ; 
and if I am not, I don't care much about 
it. The Congreſs ſeem” to me, to oblige 
a man to give the profits of his goods to the 
"mo poor, * he will or not; and 
\ | at 
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at the ſame time to oblige him to be 0illing 
to do ſo, even againſt his will. — They ſeem 
to oblige him to reſhip his goods, or deliver 
them up to be ſtored or fold, whether he be 
willing or unwilling ; at the ſame time they 
oblige him to be ſo far willing, as to direct 
it to be done, even againſt his will. This 
is too much like that divinity, which obliges 

a man, even againſt his will, to be willing 
to be damned, before it allows him a chance 
fqr eſcaping. I don't underſtand this having 
two wills, a willing will, and an unwilling 
will. I don't ſee how a man can act freely 
upon compulſion, The goods are to be re- 
ſhipped at the direction of the owner. Sup- 
poſe he ſhould be unwilling, Unwilling or 
not, he muſt be willing, —or the dread ef 
the GazeTTE ſhall make him ſo. So that 
ſhould any importer be fo unfortunate as to 
have the arrival of his goods delayed, by 
any accident, till the beginning of Decem- 
ber, he will be in the ſtate of a man, who 
being condemned to be hanged, by a law 
made after his pretended crim® was com- 
mitted, was yet ſo cruelly treated by his 
judge, as to be obliged to hang himſelf z or 
at leaſt, obliged, freely and willingly to give 
directions to * elſe to perform the 
2 e friendly 


b 381 


friendly office for him. This is to much 
like the ſtory of pgor. Jack's s hanging-bout, 
in the hiſtory of John Bull ; and ſmells moſt 
confoundly ſtrong of paſſive obedience and 
non-reſiſtance. You may embrace the doc- 
trine, gentlemen, and act upon it too, if 
you pleaſe; but really it is too much fot 
me. I cannot ſwallow it; and if I could, 
Tam ſure my ſtomach would never digeſt 
it. 3 
I hope, Gentlemen, that you want no 
more proof, that the regulations of the Con- 


greſs have, and were intended to have, the 


force of laws ;—nor that your liberty and 
property are now at the mercy of your com- 
mittee. Say that it is not fo, and we will 


put the matter on TH1s footing : There 


is not one of you that will dare to act con- 
trary to the laws of the Congreſs ;—not one 
of you will run the riſk of oppoſing the 

committee in the execution of the office 
lately eſtabliſhed dy their High Mightineffes 
the Deleggtes Al am very certain that you 
do not ALL approve of theſe*non-importa- 
tion, non-exportation, and non=conſamption 
ſchemes. Some of you nuſt have too much 
ſenſe and underſtanding not to perceive their 
Fatal tendency. But not one of you will 


have 
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have courage enough to avow your ſenti- 
ments, and oppoſe them. The firſt of you, 
whoſe goods ſhall arrive after the firſt of De- 
cember, will, with unwilling ſteps, march 
willingly to the committee, your new maſ- 
ters, and, give Direction, to have them diſ- 
poſed of, juſt as 5c ſhall pleaſe to order. 
$0 you will act; and 1 know the reaſon you 
will aſſign for it—You! U ay your honour 
is engaged; that you conſented to ſend 
Delegates to the Congreſa. and that you 
promiſed. to abide by, and obſerve all their 
determinations and laws.—This indeed was 
unfortunate : It was much the fame conduct 
with his, who ſwore to et cateras, But let 
us examine how far your honour is really 
engaged by ſuch a promiſe. 

Goyernment was intended for the ſecurity 
of thoſe who live under it ;—to protect the 
weak againſt the ſtrong ;—the. good againft 

the bad; to preſerve order and decency 
N among men, Preventing every e one from in- 
Juring his neighbour, Every perſon, then, 
owes obedience to the laws ofeche g vern- 
ment under which he lives, and is obli ed 
in honour and dut to ſuf port them. Fe 
tauſe, if one has a right to diſregard the 
laws of the ſociety to which! he belongs, 'all 


have 


[40] 
have the /ame right; and ther government 


is at an end. Your honour was therefore 
previouſly engaged to the government un- 
der which you live, before you promiſed to 
abide by the determinations of the Congreſs. 
You had no right to make a promiſe im- 
plicitly to obey all their regulations, before 
you knew what they were, and whether 
they would interfere with the public laws 
of the government, or not. And you are 
ſo far from being bound in honour to 05 
any determinations of the Congreſs,. which 
Interfere with the laws of the government, 
that you are really bound in honour to #p- 
poſe them. Now a little conſideration will 
render it evident, that there is no ſuch thing 
as carrying the regulations of the Congreſs 
into execution, without tranſgrefling the 
known laws, and contravening the legal 
authority of the government :—without in- 
_ juring and oppreſſing your neighbours, who 
have as good a right to the protection of the 
laws, as you have. 

Let it Aſo be conſidered, that as no man 


Has a legal right to do what the laws for- 


| bid, ſo every man has a legal ** to do 
What they permit. 


2 „1 2 # 3 
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Now, 
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Now, by epforcing an obſervance of the 
determinations of the Congreſs, in this pro- 
vince, you abrogate, Or ſuſpend, ſeveral of 
its laws, ſome of them eſſential to the peace 

and order of the government: You contra- 
vene its authority: You take the gyvern- 
ment of the province out of the hands of 
the governor, council and aſſembly, and 
the government of the city out of the hands 
of the legal magiſtrates, and place them in 
a ConGREss, a body utterly unknown in 
any legal ſenſe! You introduce a foreign. 
power, and make ᷣ᷑ an inſtrument of * 
Juſtice and oppreſſion. 
The laws of this government forbid all 
riots, all inſtances of violence to others, ei- 
ther in abuſing their perſons, or depriving 
them of their property: They forbid us 
to diſturb or hinder any perſon in the pro- 
ſecution of his lawful buſineſs ;=that is, 
in doing what the law permits to be done. 
Now, what law has forbidden the ex- 
portation of ſheep ? No law W 8 pro- 
vince, The farmer is permitted to {ell | 
them, and the buyer to carry them off, if 
he pleaſes. But you have introduced a 
lau of the Congreſs, making that unlawful 
and impracticable which the laws of the 
DE: G province 
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province permit. And in carrying this 
regulation of the Congreſs into execution, 
on a late occaſion, a public. law, which 
forbids all riots, was notoriouſly trampled 
upon, and a flagrant and oppreſſive act 
of injuſtice done to ſeveral of his 1 8 
ſubjects. 

Can it be n that your honour 
obliges you to perpetrate, or abet ſuch ac- 
tions? If not, it does not oblige you to 
conform to the regulations of the Congrels, 
or carry them into execution. 

"There is no honour but what is founded 
in Juſtice and Virtue. Take theſe away, 
and what is called ſo is a mere name; it 
may be whim, it may be caprice, it may 
be pride, it may be ſelfiſnneſs: But HoxouR 
it can not be. 

Suppoſe one of your fellow citizens ſhould 
have a parcel of goods arrive after the firſt 
day of December, and ſhould refuſe to 
deliver them up to the diſpoſal of the com- 
mittee: Are you in honour bound to com- 
pel him? In importing the goods he has 
tranſgreſſed no law of God, of nature, nor 
of the province. On the contrary, the 
laws of God, of nature, and of the pro 


vince, forbid you to moleft kim in «uh 
Z pro- 


OY 
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proſecution of his buſineſs. But you are 
introducing a regulation of the Congreſs 
| ſuperior to the laws of God, of nature, 
and of the province: A regulation that 
ſuperſedes and vacates them all. Remem- 
ber, gentlemen, that honour and duty are 
always conſiſtent. Honour can never oblige 
a man to do that which his duty forbids 
him to do. Your duty requires you to 
obey the laws of the government in which 
you live, and. to ſupport their authority : 
But this honour you talk of, requires you 
to diſobey the laws of the government, and 
to diſannul their authority. It 1s therefore 
falſe and not true honour which obliges 
you to adhere to the regulations of the 
Congreſs, and to endeavour to carry them 
into execution ; -for it obliges you to act in 
direct oppoſition to your duty, to the laws 
of the government, to the rights and privi- 
leges of your fellow-citizens, and to the 
general good of the whole province ; nay, 
of all the provinces, from Nova-Scotia to 
Some carry the matter Ril farther” they 
plead the neceſſity of the times, and pro- 
nounce boldly, that when any people are 
Aruggling for liberty, the operation of the 
1 


[-44 ] -— 
if laws muſt, of corirle, ceaſe, and the autho. 
1 rity of government ſubſide: And in Tup- | 
1 2M 

| 
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port of this poſition, they alledge the in- 
ſtance of that memorable revolution in 
Enz land, which placed the great King 
William on the db However neceffary 
chat revolution may have been to ſecure 
the rights and liberties of the Engliſh na- 
tion, no man, I am perſuaded, who really 
loves his country, would wiſh to fee it 
again torn by ſuch violent convulſions as it 
then endured, People who talk fo very 
feelingly, and with fo much pleaſure about 
_ revolutions, and 'who are ever ready to 
| Juſtify the moſt violent, and the moſt need- 
3 oppoſition to government, by the ex- 
ample of the great revolution in England, 
N to me to be too fond of revolutions'to 
ood ſubjects of any government on 
9 However, let us examine a little 
how far the —_— ſtruggles for hberty 
| * will jaltify th at Violence, which puts an 
"end to the operition of the latvs, and in- 
anarchy, riots, and brutal force, 
L's rh N „e 
open of the Jails kertalliy 
ate Abe to ceaſe any farther than the 


necel — for liberty require. 4 
N ſmall 
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Tees! | 
ſmall ſtruggle will not juſtify a total ſub- 


; verſion of law and good government. A 


_ for liberty, however neceſſary it 

ay be, which can be carried on conſiſt- 
ently with the laws, and in due ſubordina- 
tion to government, will never - juſtify the 


breach of any one law, nor oppoſition to 


government in any inſtance.— To ſpeak 
directly to our own-caſe, _ 

Had you, gentlemen, ſuffered the Tea 
belonging to the Eaſt- India Company, to 


have been landed and ſtored, you would 
have been under no obligations to have 
- bought it, or to have uſed. it. It might 
have lain till doomſday, and would never 
have hurt you or your poſterity. Your 
diſpute with the mother- country, about the 


three- penny duty, would have been con- 
ducted confiſtently with the laws of the 
government, and no injury would have 
been done to any mortal. But this peace- 
able conduct comported not with the in- 


- temperate, fiery zeal of the Sons of Liberty. 


The cry ben was, that there was not virtue 


enough in the city to prevent tlie Tea from 
being bought and uſed. A ſtrange alte: 
ration has happened 1 in a ſhort time. Vou 


N now virtue enough. to prevent, not 
only : 
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only Tea from being bought and uſed, but 
all commodities from Great-Britain and 
Ireland, &c. from being imported. If you 
go on, gentlemen, your improvements in 
virtue will ſoon put you upon an ex] 
equality with the New-England people, 
whom a late celebrated writer of your eity 
| (tiled, the moft virtueus people on earth] In- 
ſtead of this peaceable conduct, every vio- 
lent meaſure has been purſued ; all means 
that tended to promote a reconciliation 
with Great-Britain, and to maintain the 
peace and order of the government in which 
we live, have been neglected. And to com- 
plete the folly of your conduct, you now 
reſolve to adhere to the determinations of 
the Congreſs, thereby precluding all poſſibi- 
lity of accommodation with the mother- 
country, except upon our own terms, which 
never can be comphed with, conſiſtently 
with the dignity of the nation: You there- 
by alſo introduce a new authority into the 
province, highly derogatory from, and ſub- 
verfive of the power of the - legiſlature 
Lou eftabliſh a court of Inquiſition, to de- 
cide, in the moſt arbitrary, tyrannical, and 
unheard- of manner, upon the liberties and 
 _— of ' your fellow- ſubjects, over 
| whom 
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whom you have no juſt or legal power: 


You lay an embargo upon all the produce 
of the farmers, and will thereby be enabled 
to purchaſe it at your own price: You 
have monopolized, into your own hands, 
many of the neceſſaries and comforts of 
life, and you prevent any more from being 
imported ; by which means you will com- 
mand the purſes of the good people of the 
province, and may extort what ſums you 
pleaſe from them in payment for your 
goods : And laſtly, you promote and en- 

courage riots, mobs and tumults, and make 
them the means of carrying into execution 
that abominable ſyſtem of oppreſſion which 


3 the Congreſs have deviſed for the future go- 


vernment of the continent. 

All the hardſhips which you complain of, 
all the evils which you ſay you fear, from the 
weight of parliamentary power, _— | 
for a Century, would not injure this pro- 
vince ſo much as this mode of conduct con- 
tinued only for a /welvemonth. 

Where, I beſeech you, was the neceſlity 
for all this fo glaring, ſo violent an in- 


. fringement of the laws of ſociety, and of 


the rights of your fellow-ſubjects ? In truth, 
there never was, nor is there now, any _ 
other. 


= 
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other neceſſity Rab what you your ſelves 
have made. Had you per Seit the Tea 
to have been ſtored, and only refrained 
from purchaſing it, you might have waited 
for the meeting of the aſſembly, without 
any manner of danger to your rights and 
privileges : : and then you might have had 
the grievances you complain. of, confidered 
by the true and legal repreſentations of the 
people: If they were found to be juſt, they 
would have been repreſented, and a remedy 
fought, in a te conſtitutional way; 

without the ſubverſſon of the laws, with- 
out the oppreſſion of individuals, and with- | 
out detriment to the province. 

Inſtead of this reaſonable and manly 
made of proceedin g. you have, by your {RY 
raſh and precipitate conduct, caſt a very || 
undeſerved odium on your repreſentatives 

and involved the province in confuſion and 
danger. -Have your repreſentatives ne- 
glected your intereſts Have they given 
up your liberties? Have they betrayed 
yout᷑ rights łFlave they ſhewn any diſpo- 
ſition to do theſe things: If not, why 
are they neglected? Why are they treated 
as though they were not worthy to be | 
truſted. | 


Let 


tal 


Let it alſo be conſidered, that the 1 
bly are a body known and acknowledged 
by the laws of the empire. Their repre- 
fentations would be conſidered, their peti- 
tions or remonſtrances attended to. The 
ſupreme authority of the nation could 
treat with them without deſcending, from 
its dignity. But the Congreſs are a body 
unknown to the government. In a legal 
ſenſe, they are no body: af all. You can- 
not then expect, that their petitions, ſhould 
they have made any, will be tend to, 
or their remonſtrances regarded. 
Let thoſe, who are fond of pleading: the 
neceſſities of the times, in excuſe of the 
ſubverſion of the laws, conſider that 
violent and illegal meaſures, even in the 
moſt neceſſary ſtruggles for liberty, can 
never be juſtified, till all legal and mode- 
rate ones have failed. Suppoſing there- 
fore, that all the complaints We make 
againſt the Britiſh Parliament and Mini- 
ſtry are founded in truth, and that all 
the evils which we foreſee and foretel are 
really coming on us, we have na right 
to proceed to ſuch violent means of re- 
N as the N have directed, and 
| H | you 
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you are executing, till the legal and con- 
feitutional NN of our Aſſembly 
have failed.” .-. 

Bet me now requeſt of you, Es, 
to look” back, and conſider the whole of 
the matter, and then determine for your- 
ſelves, "whether you are bound by the prin- 
Gples of -honour, of duty, .or .of conſei- 
ence, to adhere to, or carry into execu- 
tion, the regulations of the Congreſs, to 
the ſubverſion of the laws, the diſturbance 
of the peace, the oppreſſion of the inhabi- 
tants, andthe deſtruction of the ** 
of the province in which you lie? 

Beſides, are you ſure, that while. 
are ſupporting the authority of the Con- 
Sreſs, and exalting it over your :own legi- 
Nature, that you are not nouriſhing and 
| bringing to maturity, a grand Ameriean 
Republic, which -thall, after a while, riſc 
to power and grandeur, upon the ruins 
of our preſent conſtitution? To me the 
Aanger appe ars more than poſſible. The 

deut- nes of it ſeem already to be drawn. 
We have had a grand Continental Con- 
N e Another is to meet 

* * 
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cial "PR held in Boſton: goyeramenF. 
And as all the colonies ſeem- fond of imi- 
rativg the Boſton politics, it is very pro- 
bable that the ſcheme will ſpread and in- 
creaſe; and in a little time, the Comment 
avealth be completely formed.  _ | 

' You may think this a chimera, Aa crea- 


ture of my own brain, and may laugh at 


it. But when you confider circumſtances 
with a more minute attention, poſſibly ſome 

foundation for my ſuſpicions may appear: 

That a majority of the people of the Mal- 

ſachuſetts-Bay have it in meditation to 
throw off their ſubjection to Great - Britain, 
as ſoon as a favourable ſeaſon. preſents, can 


ſcarce admit of a doubt. "The igdeper- 


dency of that province on the Britiſh: Par- 


hament, has been declared in expreſs terms. 
As yet they acknowledge King George the 


Third for their King and liege Lord; 
W chey will abide by this acknow- 


t is very uncertain. They are 


daily encroaching on the prerogatives of 
his crown, and the legal rights of his throne. 
They have wreſted the militia from the 
command of his Governor, and are diſci- 


F it to fight againſt his own troops, 
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whom they have called ilitary executioneri, 
and enemies to their ſtate. They have 
obliged his ſervants to reſign their employ- 
ments. They have ſhut up his courts of 
juſtice, diffolved his government, and are 
eng one of their own modelling 1n its 
irt 

They boaſt of the . and valour of 
their men, and have given plain intima- 


tions, in the Suffolk Reſolves, that they will 


not always act on the agfenſve. I could 
enumerate more circumſtances in ſup 


of my ſuſpicions, but theſe are ſufficient. 


Only now ſuppoſe it poſſible that they 


ſhould ſucceed, and become a ſtate inde- 
pendent on Gr eat-Britain. The probable 


conſequence would be, that the other New- 
England colonies would join them, and 
together with them, form one Republic. 
When once they had arrived at this height 
of power, how long do you ſuppoſe they 


would remain in peace with this govern- 


ment? Certainly only till a fair opportu- 


nity offered to attack it with advantage. 
The New-England people have ever caſt a 


wilhful eye on the lands of this province. 
ease Maſſachuſetts, New-Hamp- 
ſhire, 
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ſhire, have all in their turns encroached 


upon them; and their enchroachments 
have, not only been very troubleſome, but 
alſo very difficult to remove. A tate of 


continual war with New-England, would 


be the inevitable fate of this province, till 


ſubmiſſion on our part, or conqueſt on 
their part, put a period to the diſpute. The 


conſequences of ſuch an event to the landad 


intereſt of this colony, need no nee 


tion. We 
Whenever the fatal period ſhalt arrive, 
in. which the American colonies ſhall be- 


come independent on Great-Britain, a hor- 
rid ſcene of war and bloodſhed will imme- 


diately commence, The intereſts, the com- 
merce of the different provinces will inter- 


fere: diſputes about boundaries and limits 


will ariſe. There will be no ſupreme 


power to interpoſe; but the ſword and 
bayonet muſt decide the diſpute. 


We, in- 
deed, in word, diſclaim every thought 
and wiſh of ſeparating our intereſts from 


her's: But in deed and fact, all the colonies 


from Nova-Scotia to Georgia, have run 
headlong into ſuch meaſures, as muſt, if 


| me prove ſucceſsful, finally break inticely 


our 


* 


Hoa the Packiamant of Great-Britain, is 


taſtical diſtinctions, They are too nige 


{ 54] 
in Sei, her, db: redae her bo 
the diſagreeable neceſſity of CI) her 
Ne ere atone in conqueſt. 3 


Te talk 'of Lobiection 4e the King of 
n while we diſclaim ſubmiſ- 


idle and ridiculous. It is a diſtinction matle 
by the American Republicans to ſerve their 
own rebellious purpoſes, —a gilding with 
which they have encloſed the pill of ſedi- 
tion, to entice the unwary coloniſts to 
Wallow it the more readily down.——The 
King of Great-Britain was placed on the 
throne by tins of an act of Parliament: 
FN America, by virtue of 
of Great - Britain. » He 4s 
therkfore King of America by act of Par- 
lament. And if we diſclaim that autho- 
rity of Parliament which made him our 
Küng. we, in fact, reject him from being 
our King; for we diſclaim that en 
W 


Let vs. not, Gentlemen, be led away 
13 our duty and allegiance, by ſuch fan- 
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and futail. for praftice, and fit only for 


Utopian ſchemes of government. We 
have ſo long paid attention to ſophiſtical 


declamations about liberty and property, 
the power of goverment, and dhe rights 
of the people, the force of laws and the 
benefit of the conſtitution, that we. haye 
very little of. any of them left among us:; 
And if we continue to ſupport and imitate 
the mad ſchemes ef our egſtern. neigh- 
bours, in the manner we have done, In 
a wk Hhort ume, we hall: Ls 5 


ye = hitherto proceeded from. bed to 
worſe. © It is time to confider and corre 
our conduct. And yet it has done ys n 
good: If perſiſted i in too fac, it will brigg 
ruin upon us. It is our duty: to make rn 
Prgpoſals of accommodation 1 with ou 121550 1 
eountry: and hey ought | to be, reaſonab 
ones —ſuch as might de made with "ſafe th 
on our part, and accepted with dignity | on 


her's. But if we R to oblige Ber to 
| N N * 


\ 
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R reconciliation, to alk and ititreat 
us to accept bf ſuch and ſuch terms, to force 
her to concede every thing, while we will 
concede nothing Af we ate determined to 
| proceed as we have done, —continually riſing 
in our demands and inereaſing our oppoſition, 


I dread to think of the conſequence. The 
authority of Great-Britain over the colonies 
muſt ceaſe or the force of arms muſt finally 
decide the diſpute. Many Americans are 
hardy enough to ſuppoſe, that, in ſuch a 
conteſt, we ſhould come off vlctorious: 
But horrid indeed would be the conſequence 
of our ſucceſs! We ſhould preſently tyra 
our arms on one another province againſt 
province, —and deſtruction ande carnage would 
deſolate the land. Probably i It would coſt 
che blood of a great part of the inhabitants 
to determine, what kind of government we 
ſhould have—whether | a Monarchy or a Re- 
public. Another effuſion of blood would 
be neceſſary to fix a Monarch, or to eſtabliſh 
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the commmon wealth. . 


But 


237-8 


7 3 
* £ 1 ;, * 9 * 
* 5 


* 


- 


1 
But it bs much chore probable; that the 
power of the Britiſh arms would prevail : 
And then, after the moſt dreadftil ſcenes df 
violence and flaughter—ConyiscaTIONs | 
and Exxcuriogs muſt cloſe / the HORRID | 
TRAGEDY. f 


November 28, 17714. 
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POSPSCRIPT. 


A R MER A. V. has feen a 
pamphlet, entitled, A full Vin- 
dication of the Meaſures of the Con- 
Eee, Sc. He is neither frighted 
nor diſconcerted by it ; nor does he 
find any thing in it to make him 
change his ſentiments, as expreſſed in 
the Free Thonghts : If the author of 
the Vindication has any teeth left, 
here is another le at his ſervice. 
A. IF. would be well pleaſed with 
an opportunity of vindicating both 
his publications at the ſame time, 
and he will wait ten days for this 
Friend to America's Remarks upon 
the Examination into the Conduct of 


the Delegates, which he ſuppoſes 
will 
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POSTSCRIPT, 5 
will be full time enough for ſo very 
accompliſhed a writer to ridicule all 


the wir contained in it. A. . 


the author of the Vindication, 
to conſult Johnſon's Dictionary, and 
ſee whether the expreſſion, and 
16 his wit ridiculed,” be claſſical or 
not. He is perſuaded that had the 
Vindicator poſſeſſed the leaſt ſpark 


of genuine wiz, he would have felt 


both the impropriety of the expreſ- 


ſion, and the e of ihe 
attempt. 


Dec. 16, 1974 
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